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Dear Joes

I received your letter last night and I
to it at onces In the first place I don*
are teing deaotivated, What Vice Admiral
well be true, cut I have heard other reasocns
think that Curts' reason could be the best reason of
?honhasbeanagmnpamnndthomwnhnobjwud
to oy analyses on the ground that "if a sister cervice
gots hold of one of them and noted our mdstakes in
command they =ight use it against us®, VWhen I heard this
one I flat footedly denounced it as & lack of vision and
a lack of courage. I also emphasiszed that ay analyses
did not confine themselves {0 pointing out errors alonej
that they pointed out "souwnxi® decisions as well,

As a matter of interest, Admisal Chester Rimits,
Admiral Richard comllymdlﬂnl "ick® Carney, among
others, have protested about it and do not wish it W
However, the narrow minded group is in the saddle and this
s i{he resuit,

I am pretty sure the ides did not originate with
eithe:; Admirel Pelt or Admiral Burke, becauss correspond-
enco with Admiral Pelt indicates that the concept ordiginate
ed on a lower level, lowever, the *"top boys" camnot
esc:pe thelir responsibility for the docidon. 1 am begine
ning to believe that I am pretty lucky to have been able
to accomplish what I have}

1 am very interested in what you are going to do
about the Pentagon situation, I understand from your
meorandum that you are planning to take pretty strong
action, My only suggestion in this line is thst any
decision that you make should be thoroughly thought out
on the lines of sound rilitary decision,




) B
' Fhlladelphia League,
s nding your mesting in
lope ty if you across him, you
Mn, is & lawyer is doing
Tanous .
moving be or
&nd Ms ars good of mine,

Dre C. Be H. Eates, v lives in Stonestomm, and my o
brother in Sacrarento, ¥r. H, Jocelyn Bates, 2756 10th
Mo, Sacraserto 18, Californis, to some of your msetings.
I know that the Sacraxents brother is & member of the Navy
league, I don't think he thinks msch of the Sacramento
League and considers himsslf a member of the Ssn FPrancisco
League, wvhere his howe office is,

With best regards to you and with appreciations for
your letter, and for your friendly comments about my work
here, I am, as ever,

Your old friemd,




'Dear Regs

Since writing to you I received a letter from one of
the top Kavy Leaguers out on the Coast, He has been to
the Naval War College and Global Stretegy Discussions, and
has always had an enormous interest in my section, He
wrote me relative to the disestablisiment of this section

as follows:

*The local Kavy Leagus recently had a dinner honoring
Vice Admirel Curts. Because I presided I was seated next
to him, He told me that your program at the War College
is being abolished., He said you had been criticale-
objectively=wbut that criticisa hurts and the powers to be
decided to end it, Admiral Curts disapproved the Havy

action,

*IF SUCH BE THE REASON IT ANNOYS HELL OUT OF ME, WE
~ ARE IR A BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL AND WE MUST LEARN BY OUR
ERRORS OF THE PAST., TO ELITHELY ARD ELINDLY IGNORE OUR
MISTAKES IS T0 INVITE THEM TWOFOLD FOR THE FUTURE,."

There is & slight error in his remarks in that he

and numerous others think that my work here is only seek-
ing errors made by commanders, Nothing could be further
from the truth, for that is not really analysis.

What I am endeavoring to do here is to study command
in action and to discover battle lessons which can be
effective for the futurse. Therefore, when the decision of
a commanders appears sound, it is discussed and so stated.
When, on the other hand, it seems unsound, the same proce-
dure is gone through, and it is stated as unsound., I think
that my work here follows rather closely Clauswits in his

0n War®,




I know that what I am doing has met with favor with
most cozmanders. It, therefore, appears that, if there
is anything to what Admiral Curts says, a group who are
opposed to criticimm of any kind have prevailed with the
*high commsand",

I certainly hope that all goes well with you, and
that you and Elsa are in fine fettle. I also hope that
what you hear from your "heirs® is good. You have fine
children and grandechildren.

I am hoping to have you as my guest at the usuval
Clambake Luncheon on July Ath.

With best regards, I am, as ever,
Your old friemd,

Vice Admiral J. L. Kanffman, USN (Ret
250 S0. 18th St. .
Philadelphia, Penna.




Aprid 24, 1958

Dear Swedey

| ‘The other day I heard on the redio that President
Risenhower had visited you at the Bethesda Baval Hospital.
This was my first realisation that you were back in that
"chariting® place, J called the Red Cross about you and
asked them to sheck, I promptly heard that you were there .
‘with nothing too much wrong with you, and seemed in excel~ -
lent heslth and spirits, and further, that you would be
there for some time.

All th.‘..'m.good ixin to me because I know that oﬁr
the years you have battled to keep afloat, . <

I hope that your whole family are in zood shape. Cere
tainly they seem to be growing in numbers year by year,
which ‘interests ne greatly.

o7 noted in the Naval Academy Alumin reports that you.
had“been assigned a "chair" in the new stadium, This
bothered me & lot as I had already made arrangements in my
own mind to give myself the homor, I think that you are
deserving of a chair tiere, and I concur that it is not
necessary -for one to bef™n the ground® for his family to -
discover that he has been recognized by his colleagues.

) As you know my tenure of service will soon be over,
The Navy Department has decided to fold up my section, and

I am to be detached, I think, on 31 July. At least that

4s what the President of the Haval War Collegs tells me,
There has been considerabtle opposition to folding my section,
Admiral Carney wrote to Admival Burke and recommended that
it not be folded; Admirel Conolly did the same, and Admiral
Nimitz was quite forceful against it. IHowever, it seems
that there is a group sonewhere in the vicinity of the CEO
which has convinced him that I have done enough., I received
a personal letter from the Vice Chief (Don Felt) saying that
they felt, from my completed work, that they had gotten




grea

“:’:r bl

enough lessons for the future., This irritated me tly,
because they know very well that I am about to discuss the
great decisions at Leyte, 1.e,, Halsey's move to the north,
Kurita's retirement, Kinkaid's searches, etes,, and them - -
when I had finally completed these discussions, to produce - -
the final broad battls lessons, ‘ '

- The other day, in Californis, a Senior Naval Reserve -
- Officer who is one of the top boys in the Navy League was -
at dinner with Vice Admiral Curts, recently CINCPAC, in.
San Francisco, He wrote me as follows:

"The local Navy League recently had a dinner honoring '
Vice Admiral Curts. Bscause I presided I was seated next
to him, He told me that your program at the War College -
is being abolished, He said that you had besn oriticales
“obJectivelywsbut that triticism hurts and the powers to be
decided to end it. Admiral Curts disapproved the Navy '
action.

"IF SUCH EE THE REASON IT ANNOYS HELL OUT OF MB, WB
ABE IN A BATILE POR SURVIVAL AND WB MUST L:ARE BY OB .
ZRROR3 OF THE PAST, 7O ELITHELY AND ELISOLY IGNORE OUR -
MISTAKES IS T0 INVITE THEX TWOFOLD POR THE FUTURK,"

I personally feel that the job should mot be stopped.
‘It 4s, therefore, hard for me to believe that &t will bde,
but I am afredd that this is final., Bvery year a battle
has arisen on this, and every I have won » but net
this time, Certainly I ar not anxious to continue if I
don't have the suppert of the *high command® which, herstoe
fore, I have always had,

I sertainly hope that youlstay in Bethesda will not be
too long, but that you will be able to return home again
foeling confident that you are in good enough shape to be
around for a long time more,

With best regards, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,
Captain E, E, Hazlett, USN (Ret)
U.8. Baval Hospital

National Naval Medical Center
BOM, M,




April 25, 1958

Dear Harold:
I an sending you herewith a draft of the Battle of Surigao Strait so

far as I have gone. Thie embraces the major portions of the battls, The
rest of it is ®wiping up® operations, the ®intreduction™ and the ®approach®,

I am quite interested in your reactions to this and would appreciate
anything you have to say relative to it,

It is of particular interest to destroyers because ths dsstroyers didn't
do awfully well, You will note that they fired their torpedoss from rela~
tively leng distances, they didn't close the enexy as closely as they might -
have to insure hits; and they gensrally did not make coordinated attacks,
There was, of course, & reascn for this, This was rtecause ths destroyers
kad been doing largely screening, antisubmarine and antiaireraft work, and
bad done po real training in night attack, I would like to say sometihing
about this in the book, if I get a chance to finish the book, even though
not on active duty, I also fesl that there should be some battle lessons
to point out why some of thess unfortunate things occurred,

Vice Admiral John Sylvester read an earlier draft and was extremely
oconzmendatory about it., He said that he thought that the study was very
complete as far as we had gone. However, I don't want this to affect your

Judgenanit,

I shall be very interested in any recommendations you may care to make,
In this eonnection I would appreciate it if you would check the information,
and even the plots of the torpedo firing,

I know that you are leaving jour command soon, but I hops that you will
have time to go over this as it will be extremsly helpful to me.

* With apprecistions for anything you may be able to do in this matter, X
am, as over,

Your old friend,

R, W, BATES

Rear Admirel H, T. Deuterman, USE
Commander Destroyer Flotillas TWO
USS ARCADIA

UeSe Baval Station, Newport, R, 1.




April 28, 1958

Dear Oolonel Benade:

It was a great pleasure to talk to you about the "pay® bill, I am
very sorry that I didn't do so before. However, the faoct that I encountered
you over the telephone was more of an accident than anything else. It was
due to Admirel Varian, alone, and for this I am most grateful, I had,
heretéévre, been commumicating with the Retired Officers Association (ROA),
who are supposed to be as up-to-dats as anyons on these matters, Actually,
of course, they are not. =

I hate to bother you about this new problem which is before me. I
wuld have bothered you before had I kmown of your eminence, but I didn't
know it and I had to rely on the Navy Department to look out for me, which,

oxoept for your vigilance, they might never have done.

I wouldn't have bothered you with this new problem had it not been for
& decision on January 1l6th, 1957 in the U.S. Court of Claimg which gave a
little different viewpoint to the matter at issve, This matter vas made
known about & month ago¢ It is to the effect (Court of Claims decision
snclosed herewith) that, "Any officer: of the retired list of the Navy of
the permanent grade or rank of rear adumiral who is entitled to the pay of
the lower half éf that grade and who is, has been, or may be recalled to
active duty and who in time of war or other national emergency served,
Serves, or may serve satisfactorily on active duty for & period of two years
or more in the grade of rear admiral or in a higher grade, shall be entitled
whmonactindutytothepvanddlmmof{ Ni% aduiral of the upper
half unless he is entitled under other provisions of Zaw to higher pay and
allowances, and he shall be entitled when on inactive duty to retired pay
equal to 75 percentum of the pay of a rear admiral of the upper half, etc."

- I, therefore, wrote to Admiral Murphy of the BOA, but of course I haven't
gotten anywhere on it, because, apparently, the ROA takes a long time to
accomplish much,

It is hard for me to believe that thers is any difference, really, in
the law between Commodore and Rear Admiral as both draw the same Fay. The
main difference is the star. I am pleased to wear one star as it has a long
and distinguished history. In this connection when I retired in 1949, the
Chief of Naval Personnel said he would order me back to duty as a Rear
Admiral if I would report in immediately, I told him that I cculd not do it}
that I was quite ill and I would have to go on a holiday for several months
until I could determine whether I felt fit to go ahead. After two months I
received orders to duty as Commodore. I was told that this was because only




oleven vacancies were authorised by lawsethat is for retired flag officers
on active duty as Rear Admirals or aboveee-and that these vacancies had been
filled. 80, there you arel Adniral Forest Shermane-l wrote this to Admiral
Varianeesaid that had I been on active duty as & Rear Admiral when ke took -
office as CNO, he would have retained me on active duty as a Rear Admirael
but the policy had changed. ‘

80, because of numerous factors, not the least of which is that I am
the only Commodore on active duty, I have been denied the rights of the Byrd
bm.

Por your information, I have been writing these critical analyses on
the major naval battles in World War II and each year until this year I have s
been asked to continue the workeeI didn’t ask for it, I was asked. My reason
for writing these was that the Navy Department and the Naval War College both
selected mo as the logical officer to do this despite the fact that I was in |
the hospital with a heart condition. I was chosen by the Chief of Naval ‘
Operations (Fleet Admirel Chester Kimits) and the President of the Naval War
College (Admiral Raymond A. Sprugnse). I was on active duty at the time and
I was retired in 1949 becsuse my heart condition gradually got the better of
e,

Ny retommendation, therefore, is that some change be made h:"thc new
pay bill to cover the above situation,, ’ -

With best regards to you and with hopes that you can see my viewpoint
in this matter and will assist me in being given the pay and allowances of
aWMofthoUppqrm,In, ' :

Very sincersly yours,
R. W, BATES

LCOL L. B, n‘m.’ UsSA
Room 3A87,, Pentagon
Washington 25, D. C.




Dear Don:

Since writing to you and hearing from you in retumn, I was very happy
to receive word dy telephons from Rear Admiral Harold Houser of the Retired |
Officers Association (ROA) that the pay bill had passed the Senate Committes,
and that it was 80 worded that I was in it provided I was on active duty'at .
the time the Bill went into effect. I told him that I appreciated his call,
but that I had contacted the Defense Department in the previcus week and hul
discussed this very matter. For this, I give you thanks}

I talked to Lisutenant Colonel Benade on the phone about another projtet
which I had in view for over a month and which I had referred to the ROA,
One would imagine that in my long years of service I would have discovered
that the ROA, while effective in the broad phases, is not very effective in
the limited matters to which I referred. I think the Creator must have been
guidingvnindvhoaldccidedto call youl

The matter I have written to Benade about has to do with the so-called
Byrd Act. Rear Admiral Richard E. Byxd was put in the Upper Half of the
Rear Admirals after only two years of service, although officers on regular
duty are required to have five years. Recently in the McColl decision a
resefve officer who had retired as a Captain and had been promoted to Rear
Admiral on the retired list was called back to active duty Om two years and
was given the same rights as Admiral Byrd. When I discovered this, the other
day, I wrote to the ROA about it and we are now in conference over it. How-
ever, it struck me that time was short and perhaps Benade ocould adjust this
dam thing himself with a few comments to the joint committes. They might be
willing to straighten it ocut for me. He seemed to think it quite possible!

I reslige that the so-called Byrd Act was really to cover Admiral Byrd,
alone, and that anyone who profits by it is Just "lucky®., My thought was,
and is, that it might be well to say that an officer who come back on active
duty as a Commodore and then serves successfully a certain number of years
should aleo be included under this Act or Bill, My thought is that the
Congress could add a very short phrase to the pay bill to the effest that
such an act is modified by the inclusion of the following wordss %...%.

There are 0 many factors that enter into this, in my mind, that I feel
that zy request in this matter is fair and should be allowed. Anyway,
whether I get it or not, I am very grateful for the other, and for the inter-
est that your friend Benade has placed in it, Certainly this change that I
am recommending would really only improve my situation on the retired list,
as after I am returned to that list I don't think anyone else would be made
a Cormodore. Certainly, except for ms, there have been none for many years,




® *

' Did you hear about what they are saying in California? It seems that
one of the crematerisms out thers is shipping ashes to Cannibal Africa as
instant people, Your wife should like that cne. MNerely add water}

Take care of yourself, and with best regards to your lovely wife, I
&R, as ever, .

Your old friend,

R, W, BATES

Rear Admirel D, C, Varhn, USH
Room 3A886, Pentagon
".m 25. D. C,




The highest

renk I held durine the dar wvas Commdare, and had it 7ol besn for Brnest
ranticn me o Adznirel Xing or “he wouid be threwm

' [ w and wil) pay dividends in later yeers.
 Yaw teday, an officer is supposed to rezain in the

the
yoars bdefo:

ntarwst be created in them, have

dymug the pay of the Uppess Ealf, and

&t-mmmammm.m '
4n the Byrd Bill this was Peduced to two years for retired oficers

| ]

g
8

m
g
MM
mw
&

B

» for Richard
In the deciglion in connection with the Melall case it will be noted

umm

i it

that the kighest runk MeOoll held during the War was Captalnm,

I Ww




”ﬁin
Iwvil)

&= not so sure bt that
AL

&

wunmgmya
ve no future effects

_ﬁnh‘wwdﬁh
Navy Retiring Boerd in 1949,
Spragus, stated in writing

m-uMnﬂuhuyqndujxht

as to
uﬂI

wuuu

tmmﬂ s u

m:wa mm
&

Vory sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

MMN m.wu

have done for ms, I s,




Dear Captain Droulibets

As you perhape know, since your offics on ocoasions does a consider~
able amount of work for us here, the World War II Battle Evaluatioa Oroup
of the Naval ¥War College has besn preparing a strategical and tactiocal ‘
analysis of the Battle for Leyte Gulf, The last anslysis published was
Voluze III of the Battle for Leyte Culf, which you very
your imzediate possessiomn, We are now preparing
of Surigao Strait which will be Yolume V of the
will comsist of (a) two ares diagrams exactly similar to those in
III, which I referred to above, and (b) a series of diagrems of
Strait ares duriag the battls, I am sure
office who are familiar with all of this,

However, I am hoping to eend you shortly a
you will, I hope, put the weather in the area at the tims,

The first diagram covers the Western Pacifie
23rd, 195443 the second one the period from 0000 October 2hth to 2400
October 24th, These are strategic area diagrams and indicate the
of the Allied and Japanesse foroes over large areas, The remining diagrams,
which are confined largely to the Surigao Strait and Mindanso Ses areas, are
tacticel diagrems, Thers will possitle be eleven of theso,

The weather on the two strategic area diagrams requires considersble
ressarch and various types of sipatcoms, You will see, frem Volume III, that
we have been using four types, The tactical diagrems will require very
little weather inserts becsuse the bad weather on these diagrams is confined
to a smell area southeast of Panaon Island (southeast extensiom of Leyte

I am writing to you about this in advance on the advice of Commander
C. H, Champion, Our §rologist here, so that you can prepare your data.
Mmgottheudhgminamho:mka, or perhaps & little later,
you will then be shle to start work on them,

momﬁmtmmmmmmmmtorwymim
mmmmanmmmymmmmmmmunapm
over the past ten years, These diagrams without weather would mot be a true
indication of the situationm,




Por your information this section is being dissolved .
80 the weather data should be put oa these diagrems and bde
un.,romwu'umunzmamm.

Wt hopes that all this wom't throw you for a loss, I am,
Very sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES
Rear Admiral, USH (Ret)

Gaptain P, R, Droulihet, USE .
Director Naval Weather Ssrviee Division

Room SES89, Pentagon
Weshington 25, D. C




Dear Charliet

We are working pretty hard here to try and finish
Surigao Strait in a reasonable time, We will not finish
it at the time of the dissolution of our section which is
set at the present moment for 30 June, with myself remain-
ing until 31 July, and Captain Titus until December anyway,

In working up the credit page I have been wondering
if you could remember who the yeoman was who did most of
your typing work., After your departure it was almost
entirely done by Chief Yeoman Donald Pefferkorn (then YN1),
but before that it could have been done by any one of the
followings

Chief Yeoman Maurice W, Burton

Yeoman first class Lawrence J, Baeringer

Yeoman second class Charles ¢, Morrill
Personnelman (typist) second class Hoyt S. Gibson

Possibly it was done by Yeoman second class Joseph P, Cava-
naugh, but I think that Cavanaugh had already been detache

You will be glad to know that in Captain Titus's
replot--in this replot we used currents of which there was
actually a considerable amount--the results, on the whole,
largely supported your findings, In other words the
chedit for the major enemy damage goes largely to DESRON
FIFTY-FOUR which was the first DESRON to firej the remsin-
der of the credit is divided betwsen the destroyers and
the Battle Line, The written portion of the analyses,
i.e,, that portion which we had worked up prior to your
detachment, has been very useful in the rewrite with the
replot, and were it not for that we would have been here
indefinitely,




If you would like to read what we
be very happy to send it it you in
have to get it back pretty soon as we are to be dissolved
as of June 30th, In fact I already have my orders. I am
being held on until July 31st—-Titus until December, anyway.

Icert.ainlybopethatyouandl{rs.l!arlnkemnjqb

ing your stay in Washington and that you are not finding
your assignment in Op-43 too difficult.

With best regards, and with the request that you will
-send me, when you can, the name of the yeoman, or yeomen,
who did the major portion of the Surigaoc work in yoyfday,
I am, as ever,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Captain C, A, Marinke, USK
Room 4A482, Pentagon
Washingtom 25, D. C,




» his command, I told
him thet if he would read my volumes these faults that he
s learning today were discussed there and easily discovere
afraid t George Santayama was right when he
not learm from history are condemmed
e Professor illiax R, Emersea

in the 20th cemtury, The -
very largely been ignored
technological aovelties and

sending me this letter, and
s 18 te your writing the original

letter which triggered off Burke's reply. I would like to :
think that sonething like the dudget was, in fact, the
mjor cause. But, I recember, only recently, Captain
Koncure, who has the Captaimg' desk in the Bureau of Naval
Perscanel, said tc me, "I have so many Captains with no
vhere to assign them that they are dripping out of my ears®,

With best regards and many thanks for your thought of
me, I am, as ever,

“Your old friend

Admiral Richard L, Conelly, USN (Ret)
President's Quarters

CW Post College Annex

Long Island University

Brookeville, Long Island, N, Y,




Dear Helen and Diok:

I have been wanting to write to you for some time
to thank you for the great pleasure I had of being your
guest at your Mirthday dimmer at the Ketropolitan Clud,

It ws a very nice dinner and was thoroughly enjoyed
by ms, as wall as by the other gmests, I likewiee onjoyed
bd.ngmrmsoutatmrnnphcomlmghm,m
feol quite satisfied that you will be very happy, once you
have reorieated yourselves to your mew o Even
your butler, who is a little diffident about the new place,
will, I am sure, snjoy it once he has become acolimated,

Things are going along pretty well here, I am work-
ing hard to get as advanced as possible on my last volume
which will be the Battle of Surigec Strait, w1l
certainly not be fimished by July 3lste-they have changed

detachment, now, from June 30th to July 3lstewbut it
fairly well along, Fortunately, Captain Titus,
done most of the basic research on this study,
kept on active duty, and he will endeavor to finish
have told the Admiral that I expect to bde around

r a good part of the time and will help Titus,

have had nothing but rain herese-today quite & heavy
raipe-and it is beccuing a nuisance, Unfortunately, there
is 1ittle we can do about it at the present, so we must
bear with it,

I heer our friend Jack Bergen is goinc to the Par Bast
on a another trip—whyy, I don't kmow, but I think I have a
pretty good idea, I anm sorry he will be gone before I can
chat with him as I should like to know what is going om,




With zany thanks for your thought of me, I sm, as

Your old friead,




May 8, 1958

~ Dear Peggy and Archie:

I anm giving & dimner for the Presideat of the Naval
War College, Vice Admirel Stuart H, Ingersoll, and Mrs,
Ingersoll at the Clambake Club on Seturday, Jume 7th at
8:30, ‘

I certainly would Whu it gr-tly if you would
honor the Ingersolls and myself by accepting my invitation,

It is nice to see you up here as often as you appear,
but it does not seem to de quite often emough, I hope
that you will be returning presently to the ares for the
summer,

With best resards to you and yours, and with hopes
that you can attend this dinmer, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Nr. and Mrs, Archibald Van Beuren
15 Indian Avenue
Middletown,. Rhode Island




Dear Katherine and George:

I anm giving a dinner in homor of t.hd President of
the Naval War College, Vice Admiral Stuart H, Ingersoll,
and Mrs, Ingersoll at the Clambake Club, June 7th, at
8330,

Since no Newport dinner would be a success without
the G, H. Warrens, I sincerely hope that you will homor
me by your presence on that evening.

It was nice to ses you both here the other day amd
I look for your return to this area permanently for the
summer, ,

Your cld pal Dave Merwin will be at the Global
Strategy Discussions the first week in Jume.

With best regards, and the hops that you can
attend, I am, as ever, ‘

Your old friend,

Mr, and Mrs, George H, Warren

118 Mill Street ‘ /
Newport, Rhode Island M




Dear Evie and Crawfords

I am plamning to give a dinner at the Clambake Clud
on June 7th in honor of the President of the Naval War
College, Vice Admiral Stuart H., Ingersoll, and Nrs,
Ingersoll,

I certainly would appreciate it greatly if you would
honor me on that night with your presence, The dinner
will be at 8:30,

In writing you this letter I also wish to say that
‘I have heard reports about both of you which are all very
favorable, with the exception that there was a story that
you, Crawford, had been a 1ittle sick fér a time, Rumors
are, now, that you are your usual self again, I sincerely
hope sol

With best regards and hopes that you will join me on
this evening, I am, as ever,

Your old friemd ,

R. W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Crawford Hill
St. Regis Hotel

55th St, and 5th Ave,

New York, N. Y,




Dear Barbara and Nicky:

I am planning to give a dinner at the Clambake Club
on Saturday, June 7th at 8:30 in honor of the President
of the Naval War College, Vice Admiral Stuart H. Ingersoll,
and Mrs, Ingersoll,

I shall be highly pleased if you would honor me and
my honored guests by being present on this occasion,

I have heard rumors that you, Nicky, have been rather
sick during the winter, It distresses me to hear it, tut
I hope that thairumors that you are well again are correct,
Certainly Newport with a sick Nicky would be a most dreary
place,

With best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R, W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Nicholas Holmsen
Annandals Road
Nmrt’ R. I.




May 9, 1958

Dear Ann and Mact

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Cludb on Saturday
evening, June 7th at 83130 in honor of Vice Admirl Stuart
H, Ingersoll, Presideat of the Naval War College, and Mrs,

Inmno

I certainly hope that you will be here in time for
this event and will be able to be present, Certainly s
party of this kind without the Mecleary's would indeed be
unhappy.

With hopes that you are continuing to enjoy your
Sarasota stay, but will soon return here, and with hopes
that you are able to accept my ineitation, I am, as ever,

Your old friemd,

R. W. BATES

Commodore and Mrs, Howard B, Mecleary
38 Catherine Street
Nmrt. Ro IO




Nay 9, 1958

Dear Neo and Teddys

I anm giving a dinner for the President of the NHawal
VWar College, Vice Admiral Stuart H, Ingersoll, and Mrs.
;ng;mn at the Clambake Club on Saturday, June 7th at
330,

. I certainly hope that you will fesl able to honor me
by your presence on that occasiom, :

.Iannryghdtbutyw.ai'obaek. I can already
feel your guiding hands at the helm of certain projects
here, and I am certain that Tunes and Talents and the

Boys! Club will respond favorably to your presence, You
are both important to the local civiec life of the com-

munity,

With best wishes and with the hope that you will be
able to attend the dinner, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,
R, W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Theodore P, GmMr
Bellevue Avenue
Newport, R. I.




Dear Betty and Gurnee:

I am giving a dimner at the Clambeke Club on Saturday
evening, June 7th at 8130 in honor of Vice Admiral Stuart
H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War College, and Mrs,
Ingersoll. ) '

I certainly hope that you will find yourselves free
on that evening and will be able to honor the Ingersolls
- and myself with your presemoce,

One advantage with the return of spring is the fact
that many of our old frieads return from their winter
wanderings elsevhere, Although you don't quite fit inte
that sphere, aevertheless all of us feel that your pre-
sence has been a)l too little. How about it?

I'11 bve seeing you next Saturday,

With hopes that you can acoept this invitation, I am,
as ever, ‘ |

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

Nr. and Nrs, W, Gurnee Dyer
*Parmlands®

R £

Newport, R. I.




" Dear Pange and Nat:

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Club on Satur-
day evening, June 7th at 83130 in honor of Vice Admirel
Stuart H, Ingersoll, President of the Nawval War College,
and Mrs, Ingersoll. '

I certainly hope that you will be back by June 7¢h,
and will honor the Ingersolls and myself by your presence.

I missed you considerably during the winter, Although
I don't see as much of you as I should like, I imow that
you are there on Bowery Street, and that is somethingl

I trust that you have enjoyed your winter in Sarssots,
for we did here, although the weather since Caristmas has
been atrocious., We hear of you every now and then and all
reports are very favorable, I hope that they are true.

iﬁth best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Mr. and Mrs, G, Mathews Dick
sQlover Puleh™

Bav ery Street

Newport, R, I.




May 9, 1958

Dear Mary and Howard:

Ianm giving a dimner at the Clambake Clud on Satur-
day evening, June 7th at 83130 in honor of Vice Admiral
Stuart H, Ingerscll, President of the Naval War College,

and Nrs, m‘mno

I certainly hope that you will be able to homor the
Ingersolls and myself dy your presence on this occasionm,

I am very happy to sse that you are back again and
that you are likely to stay for a while, Very frankly,
I have missed you, and feel certain that with your arrival
here the summer season will take root again,

With best regards to you both, and with hopes that
mmjoinu,lu,umr,

Tour 014 friend,

Res Wo BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Ho‘ard G. WM“
*The Ledges"

Ocean Avenue

Newport, R, I,




May 9, 1958

Dear Hindmang

While looking through my papers I found a 1954 letter concerning
you from an officer who i3 now rather senior, Since what he wrote me
was private and persomal I put it aside, Howsver, now that I have
discovered it I feel it only fair that I quote you what he wrote, Here
is the quotes ‘

*He (meaning you) has virtually been out of circulation insofar as
the fleet is concerned since the end of the war,=-for what resson I don't
lnowy=ein competing with others of his time who have been doing active
duty in squadrons and on ships of the fleet and at overseas billets.
Under such circumstances, I don't think it would be fair either to him
or to the fleet to assign him command of a fleet unit.”

8ince your record, according to the boys in what was formerly Op-5i4
but is now in BuPers, is fine in every way, it might be well to look into
this item and see if something can't be done to correct its effect before
this next selection board, which will be meeting in a couple of months.

You are an able fellow,and since you are the only officer from this
office not promoted since I first started here, I think that. it is too
bad, I will see what I can do on this the mext tims I go to Washingten.
I do think, though, that what I wrote you long agoe is correct, i.e., you
mst get the support of one or more Admirals in your area,

Did you know that this section is being abolished as or July 31st?

With the hope that you and Mrs, Hindman are in fine shape, I am, as
ever,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES

Commander Stanley E. Hindman, USN
U. S. Naval Air Station
Corpus Christi, Texas




Nay 9, 1958

Dear Janet and Hughs

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Club on
Saturday evening, June Tth at 8130 im honor of Vice
Admiral Stuart H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War
Oollege, and Mrs, Ingersoll.,

Although Admiral Ingersoll has been here for some
time he missed meeting scme of the more prominent summer
residents, largely because of the presence of the Presi-
dent of the United States in September, and then bsosuse
with the departure of the President he entered the
hospital for an operatiom.

I, therefore, trust that you will be able to honor
me with your presence on that occasion,

ﬂth best regards, and with the hope of sesing you
up here shortly, I am, as ever,

" Your old friend,
R, W, BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Hugh D, Auchincloss

"Merrywood®
MclLean, Virginia




May 9, 1958

Dear Muriel and Johns

I am giving a dimmer at the Clambake Cludb on Satutdu
evening, June 7th at 8330 in honor of Vice Admiral Stuart
H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War College, and Mrs,

Ingersoll.

8ince you,; John, are to attend our Global Strategy
Discussions, I fell hopeful that you both will be able to
accept my invitation for that evening, and will honor the
Ingersolls and myself with your presence,

Everyone has missed you during your absence from
Mewport, You are both very popular here, and the place

seems rather quiet with you both away, Hurry backl, and
start your return earlier than Silky Sullivan did last

Saturday,
With best regards, I am, as ever,
Your old friend,

% o

Dr. and Mrs. John Payson Adams j J

BT by

HOVpO!‘t, a. I.

10




May 12, 1958

Dear Harriet and Hank:

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Cludb on Sature
day evening, June 7th at 83130 in honor of Vice Admiral
Stuart H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War College,
and Mrs, Ingersoll.

I hope that you will be able to honor the Ingersolls
and myself by your acceptance of this invitatiom,

I am certainly glad that you have finally finished
your winter vacations and are back in Newport, more or
less permanently., As you, Hank, know, it gets pretty
lonely in Newport during the winter when most of one's
friends are avay. 8o, it is fine to have you back! Your
big job now will be to move into your new house, It will
be a Job but a lot of fun, Do you wish me to throw the
Navy outl}

With best regards, and the hope that you will be able
to join me, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Henry D. Phelps
90 Rhode Island Ave,
N.mrt’ Ro I.




Dear Daisy:

I ai giving & dinner at the Clambake Club cn Satur-
day evening, June 7th at 83130 in honor of Vice Admiral
Stuart H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War College,
and Mrs, Ingersell,

I certainly hope that you will be able to homor the
Ingersolls and myself by being present on this occasien,

I was glad to have the privilege of taking you to
the Bruguiers dinner oa Saturday night. I was sorry I
couldn't remain yesterday afterncon at Ema's to discuss
the matter further, for I have an fdifgritttmg to be an
interesting session!

With best regards, and the hope that you can coms,
I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Ars, C. Oliver O'Donnell

LeRoy Avenue

Newport, R. I.
\JfM
i




Dear Qyrils

As you know I am giving a dinner at the Clambake
Club on Saturday evening, June 7th at 8130 in honor of
Vice Admiral Stuart H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval
War College, and Mrs, Ingersoll. -

I am sending this to you merely in confirmation of
my telephonic statement that you are wanted, It is my
understanding that you have already accepted, so this is
purely for the record,

It is nice to see you backl I'm sorry that I didn't
ses you yesterday because I found the Balli card you sent,
No wonder you stayed away so long!

With best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Mr. Cyril B, Judge
Webster Street
Newport, R, I.




May 12, 1958

Dear Polly and Bills

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Club on Sature
day evening, June 7th at 83130 in honor of Vice Admiral
Stuart H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War College,
and Mrs, Ingersell.,

I certainly hope that you will be able to honer the
Ingersolls and myself by your presence on this occasion,

Although I haven't seen you recently Polly, I have
seen you, Bill, in the Reading Room with the ever attend-
ant Bosie, I feel safe to say that you are both in towm,

Rurray!

With best regards, and the hope that you will de
able to accept this invitation, I am, as ever,

Your old friemd,

R. W, BATES

Nr, and Mrs, W1lliam Grosvenor

Ruggles Avenue
N‘mn’ R. I.




Dear Cynthia:

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Club on Satur-
day evening, June 7th at 8330 in honor of Vice Adnirel
Stuart H, Ingerscll, President of the Naval War College,
and Mrs. Ingersoll.

I spoke to you at your home a fev days ago about
this and you said at the time that you would be happy to
g0. 80, 1 an semding this more in confirmation of my
invitation to you, rather than another invitation.

I was sorry I couldn't stay at Bua's yesterday te
hear more conversation. I felt that the conversatiom
was going to be interesting indeed}

With the hope that you will be able to come to the
dinner, I am, as ever, ,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES




Dear Pefferkorn:

The whole office force were quite interested in receiving your
letter of 10 March vherein you discussed your experiences in your new
agsignment, We are all happy that your trsining in’'this office fitted
you, in your mind, so admirably for this assignment. We are impressed
aleo with the fact that (a) you now have & daughter, and (b) that your
two sons took this in their stride, They are a fine pair of beys and
1f the 1ittle lady measures up to what I saw of her brothers you will
be very happy indeed,

As regards the Grand Marshal assigmment in Minneapolis, it was
very successful, I arrived there on the specified day., The tempersture
was about 1000, but believe it or not I stood it very well, I was
received by the Mayor, the City Pathers and the Queens, and everything
was very friendly, I spoke three timess the first tims before the Ravy
League party given at the Country Club om oncof the lakes, The setting
couldn't have desn mors beautiful, the people delightfuls the second
time was a talk befors the Kick=Off Dimner of the Aquatennial whers 1
had to compete with one of New York's ersck K.C.'s, I spoke of £ the
cuff, ws quite successful, and was uade lcamorary Commodors of the Aqua-
temnial for 1ifel ¥The third tims wes the Legislators’ Lumcheon where 1
presented the battle flags and was decorsted with the Town Topper Medal,
and I enjoyed it thoroughly. In total I suppese I epoke to about 1,000
people, The fact that they are still very friendly indicates that 1
didatt do too bedly, -

I have bad new:s to tell you, The Chief of Naval Operations has
decided to fresse out the World War II Battle Evaluation Group as of 31
July of this year, %They are actually geing to fold it on 30 June, But
f.oi.nsunthatlgatundertbempayml,thcydehyod'qdauof
detachment, It is too bad that we are being folded because we have enough -
datapﬂoduaheratehn-mnmmthwwlmuptow
October 24th,

Other than the above there is nmothing new to report,

uthbutr-gudatomudtomrfmw,‘ﬂmmform
lettere=again it was very intereating to us all, Iaxm,

Very sincerely,

D, Pefferkorn, YNC, USN

AFSOUTH, Box 6

Navy No. 510 R, W, BATES
Care Fleet Post Office

New York, N, Y,




Mey 13, 1958

Dear Eleanor and Nats

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Club on Sature
dsy evening, June 7th, at 8:30 in homor of Vice Admirael
Stuart H, Ingerscll, President of the Naval War Colleze,
and Mrs. Ingersoll.

I certainly hope that you will be able to honor the
Ingersolls and myself by your presence on this cccasiom,

I have heard a great deal of you throughout the past
few months because of the letters which you wrote to some
of your friends here narrating your cruise, Judging frem
the letters you had a perfectly wonderful time, which is
a little surprising to me, because a cruise of that length
(with most travellers unkmown) can becoms difficult, The
fact that you eajoyed it so much shows that your ability -
to adjust yourselves is of high order,

I look forward to seeing jcn both on the night of
June 7th, and to observe how well the south seas have

streated you®,

With best regards, and hopes that you both will be
here, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R, W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Nathaniel Hill
Narragansett Avenue




Dear Peggy and Persi:

I am giving a dimner at the Clambake Clud on Sature
day evening, June 7th, at 83130 in honor of Vice Admiral
Staart H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War College,
and Mrs, Ingersoll.

I hope that you will be here for this, It is about
‘time for you to return to this area, and a party by me
for the new President--who is not really new because he
was here last fall--won't be a success without you,

I look forward to your returmn because you both cone
tribute a lot to the good will of your many friends, as
well as of the local community, which is an important
factor in the life of us all,

I trust that you had a charming winter and will now
have a wonderful summer, Csrtainly Newport should be very
gay indeed}

With best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R, W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Persifor Fraser
Narragansett Avenue
Newport, R. I.




Dear May and Prestons

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Club on Saturw-
day evening, June 7th, at 8:30 in honor of Vice Admiral
Stuart H, Ingersoll, President of the Naval War College,
and Nrs, Ingersoll.

I certainly hope that you will be able to honor the
Ingersolls and myself by your presence on this ococasiom,

I haven't seen you for a long time, but I presums you
will be up here presently, as your friends are beginning
to appear, The Morris's came back the other day as did
the Vernon Reeds, So, there you are} FHurry back!

The weather for the past few days has been magiifie
cent, Heretofors, for days at a time, it has besn rather
poor, but now it would appear that the summer for which
Newport is famcus will arrive in good style. Spring has
been delayed too long!

With hopes that you both have had a very happy winter

with no unhappy developments to mar your stay in New York,
I am, as ever,

Your old friend,
R. W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, Preston Davie
#The Waves" .

Ledge Road ™
~Newport, R. I. 3




Dear Mary and Jimnies

I am giving a dinner at the Clambake Club on Sature
day evening, June 7th, at 83130 in honor of Vice Admiral
Stuart H, Ingerscll, President of the Naval War College,
and Mrs, Ingersoll.

I certainly hope that you will be able to htuor the
Ingersolls and myself by your presence on this occasion.

It is wonderful to see you back again and to note
that both of you are getting into the swing of things.
Certainly you contribute a lot to the local community,
and, because of that, to the broader community,

I appreciate your success,Jimmie, in making music
for my poor words, I think that your finale, as accepted,
makes my words seem better than they are., Thank youl
As for you, Mary, I can see that you are already getting
underway to start one of your very important ventures.,

Keep it up!

With hopes that you can attend this dinner, and with
best regards, I anm, as ever,

Your 0ld friend,

R. W. BATES

Mr, and Mrs, James M, Beck
Ledge Road
Newport. R, 1.




Dear Stilly:

I hope you didn't think that I had forgottem your
qQuery relative to the Jap cruiser and destroyer which
you referred to as sunk in Novexmber 192,

I had the matter investigzated and fimd out that
*The Imperial Japamese Navy inm World War II%, prepared
by the Military History Sectiom Special Staff, CiQ, Far
East Oommand, lists the heavy cruiser KINUGASA sunk by
aireraft near New Ceorgia Island om November lith, 1942,

This action is commented om in Robert Sherrod's dook,
sHistory of Marine Corps Aviation in World War XI®, on
page 115, He says that durimg the aight of 13th « lith
Novesber a Japansse force of thres oruisers and four
destroyers shelled Henderson Field for forty-five zinmutes
but ended abruptly ®possibly decsuse two little PT boats
began making runs on the oruisers®, %he morning aircraft
searches found the foroe and put two torpedoes into the
KINUGASA which ENTERPRISE flyers (from Hendersca Field)
sank later in the morming,

The only destroyer listed as sunk withim a prior
one~month period was the DD YUDACHI which was sunk Just
south of Savo Island on the mormning of November 13th,
1942 after being damaged in & night actiocn the night
before, 7The actual simking was accomplished by the
PORTLAND (from NMorisom's ®"History of United States Naval
Operations in World War II, Volume V, page 254).

I hope this solves your problem and that you are
happy about it,

I thought the PETER TARE @umust was fine and I
particularly enjoyed seeing ny old friends again,

With best rezards, I am, as ever,
Your old friead,

Mr,., Henry Stillman Taylor
Center Island
Oyster Bay, New York
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